n6                 LETTERS OF T. E. LAWRENCE                1911
[On July 12th he wrote home from Tell Ahmar, also known
as Tell El-Hamra, where Campbell Thompson and he had been
working for four or five days after the Carchemish dig had shut
down for the season. In this letter Lawrence said that he was
setting off that afternoon towards Urfa, on foot.
The story of the trip he was undertaking is recorded in a diary
which he kept from about July 12th until he embarked for Europe
on August 12th. It has been published as The Diary of T. E.
Lawrence MCMXl in a limited edition of i$o copies by the
Corvinus Press. It was not a prosperous journey. All was well
until Harran on July iyth when he notes 'slept badly with tooth
trouble'. An abscess was developing at the roots of a wisdom
tooth. On July 22nd both his feet were festering. On the 26th
he records:
Feet to-day nearly right from the blister point of view,
and fester on my hand also healed up. This shows there is
plenty of reserve force to draw upon yet. On the other hand
my right instep has again collapsed. I suppose it will never
get over the smash after my leg was broken*1 It is painful
now in the morning, and after every rest, however short.
On the 29th, the day on which he wrote the following letter to
his mother, he noted in his diary:
Hoja2 started with me, but my distemper of the past
two days increased suddenly, so I went on alone. Then it
developed unexpectedly in a sharp attack of dysentery. I
got on to the Kala'at into a lonely place and lay down on my
back from about 8 till 2.30, feeling most weak and ill. About
3 I sat up and tried to dress, but fainted promptly for about
an hour, and again then when I made a second try. Under
the circumstances I was afraid to go near the edge of the
pit with the measuring tape, and so could not work. About
5 P.M. I got to the village after a very hard walk. Decided
to get out a tin of arrowroot, and send a man with letters
tonight to bring a carriage from Biredjik. Cannot possibly
1 In 1904 Lawrence broke his leg near the ankle struggling with a schoolfellow in the
11 o'clock break. He went back into school and went on with his work in class till one
o'clock when his brothers wheeled him home on a bicycle. He was absent for a term and
never grew much after the accident,
* Sheikh Hamoudi, the Hoja or chief foreman of the Carchemish dig. An interview
with him is included in T. E. Lawrence by his "Friends.